
The world around us doesn’t fall neatly into categories, so why should students learn as if it does? 

In Exploration Phase, students apply strategies, skills, and concepts across the curriculum—Mathematics, Science, English, and the 
Social Sciences—in order to answer big questions. To unravel these questions, they delve more deeply into a problem and uncover 
what they need to know to find solutions. The Exploration Phase supports students’ use of strategies across multiple subject areas, 
which teaches them how much more powerful the subjects are when considered together.

Nature focuses on three concepts: humans over nature, 
humans with nature, and humans against nature. As students 
explore the dynamics of our relationship with nature, they read 
actively, take notes, produce detailed summaries, and engage 
with journals, maps, and primary documents. For the final 
project they create, revise, and submit a creative work for an 
online nature journal.

Authority encourages students to consider where authority 
comes from, how people legitimize and solidify it, and the 
appropriate time to resist it. Reading, researching, and 
questioning lead students to a final project—creating their 
own Declaration of Independence or similar statement about 
authority.

Markets provides perspectives on essential economic 
concepts, such as incentives and supply and demand, so 
students gain a better understanding of how markets impact 
their lives. Close reading and research of these topics culminate 
in the creation of a blog and substantial reflection about 
students’ relationship to markets and the economy.

Reason explores how over time great philosophers, authors, 
and thinkers have tackled the notion of and challenges to reason. 
Students engage in the arguments of others in fictitious and 
historical works, develop well-reasoned arguments, and preside 
over a debate with the class as a final project.

Home considers the concepts of belonging and connection 
to the places we call “home.” Students examine how different 
people and cultures have defined home, place, and nation. They 
expand on these arguments, revising and then completing a 
final project that represents their own concept of home.

Education explores the ways in which education has 
changed over time and the forces that affect students’ 
educational experiences. Students consider how education 
happens outside the classroom and what it means to be a well-
educated individual. The presentation of a thoroughly revised 
final project allows students to explore the ways they might have 
an influence on their own education, as well as that of others.

Approaching Reading, Writing, 
Thinking (RWT)
Reading, Writing, and Thinking (RWT) integrates English and the 
Social Sciences. The Social Sciences provide the context for the 
creative works explored in English, while English provides tools 
for understanding works of culture and history. In RWT, students 
learn to think critically about reading sources, and complete 
projects that deepen their understanding of both English and the 
Social Sciences. They explore big ideas that shape their lives, 
such as nature, markets, reason, and authority.

English Key Skills 
Analyze, Research, Assess, Justify 

A main focus of English is for students to expand their ability to 
understand literary works. Questions they strive to answer are: 
What different kinds of analysis can you use? What should you 
consider when doing research? How do you make a personal 
connection to a work of  literature? Students develop their own 
ideas and opinions and learn how to support them with reasons 
and evidence.

Social Sciences Key Skills
Take In, Discover, Produce

The Social Sciences allow students to hone their critical reading 
skills across a wide range of media and sources, such as maps 
and charts. They move from using these sources to applying 
them across a single topic. In doing so, they practice basic 
research skills and learn how to summarize their readings and 
findings in an extended research project. summarizing their 
readings and findings.

Courses
Exploration Phase in RWT consists of six separate Short 
Courses incorporating both English and Social Sciences, four 
of which students typically complete over the year. All students 
are expected to complete Nature and Reason, while selecting 
two of the other four courses, providing the flexibility for 
student to explore aspects of a topic of interest, or for mentors 
to focus the work of their classes. Each course culminates in 
an interdisciplinary final project, which draws upon skills and 
discoveries made across both disciplines.

Reading, Writing, 
Thinking

Exploration Phase



Be Careful What You Like
How are you participating in a market economy through 
your use of social media sites?9 Activities

Love Not War
What do you do when you believe those with power are 
using it for something that is wrong?6 Activities

What’s Native, What’s Not
Which species belong where in a globalized world?

invasive species, ecosystems, history, globalization, social sciences, nature

20th century, activism, argumentation, authority, beliefs, choices, civic engagement, 
civil disobedience, protest, Vietnam, social sciences, resisting authority, US history

markets, Facebook, supply and demand, addiction, advertising, consumerism, 
English

6 Activities

1 Artifact

1 Artifact

1 Artifact







Featured Quests

Create a plan for 
handling or managing a 
controversial species.

Create something that 
could be used to support a 
modern protest movement 
that interests you.

Summarize how Facebook 
makes money and how 
consumers contribute to 
its success using your 
own personal example of 
placing an ad.

RWT Nature  Level 1

RWT Authority  Level 2

RWT Markets  Level 3

Reading, Writing, Thinking

Quest Forward LearningTM is designed to support personalized, 
active learning in high schools and colleges worldwide.  
Our goal is to equip students with the mindset, habits, and skills 
to succeed in life and work, using innovative materials aligned to 
local and national standards.

Learn more at www.OpportunityEducation.org.
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